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Precedent for mandatory e-learning? 
● * Michigan (2006): Online course or learning experience defined by 

department. 

● * Alabama (2008): One online/technology enhanced course or 

experience prior to graduation. Exemption for students with 

Individualized Education Plans. 

● Florida (2011): One course required for high school graduation to be 

completed through online learning. 

● * Virginia (2012): One credit or non credit virtual course. Different 

pathways accommodated for “students with disabilities.”

● Arkansas (2012): One digital learning course to their students as a 

primary or supplementary method of instruction. 



British Columbia 

and Distributed 

Learning

Independent (i.e., 

private) schools: 

9.6% 

Public schools: 1.2%

Source: British Columbia 

Teachers’ Federation 

https://bctf.ca/publications.aspx?id=48940






Marketizing public education



“School choice” a middle class 

privilege. Lower-income 

neighbourhoods often excluded 

from market approaches to 

education. (6)

Concerns about “extent to which 

school choice erodes societal 

goals such as social cohesion and 

equity in the education systems 

that promote individual choice and 

competition.”(6)





Are you ready for e-learning?

“Before enrolling for online courses, please take a few minutes to complete this 

survey. It will help you determine if e-learning is right for you.” - TDSB E-Learning 

Readiness Survey

● I take responsibility for my own learning. 

● I use feedback to help me learn. 

● I can prioritize and manage my time. 

● I can express myself clearly through writing. 

● I am motivated to learn without a teacher. 

● I am not distracted when I’m online. 

● I am comfortable taking courses that involve a lot of reading. 

● I can work and learn on my own. 

● I get my work done on time. 

● I understand e-learning takes as much time as learning face-to-face





You would never go to your principal and say [...] Give me the 

students I can work with. Give me the students who are 

capable.” We would never do that in a face-to-face 

classroom. [...] Somehow in e-learning the conversation is 

allowed to happen where we say, that kid should never have 

been in an e-learning class. Maybe that kid shouldn’t have 

been, but if they are, how are we meeting that student’s needs. 

How are we creating opportunities for that student to 

succeed? - “Patricia” from the Ministry of Education



WHAT: TDSB e-learning 

day school program

WHEN: September  2016 -

June 2017 [2010-2017]

WHERE: 7 senior level 

virtual classrooms

HOW: Ethnographic 

methods 

WHO: 20 students & 30 

additional stakeholders 



- targets university bound students 

- is under-resourced by the province

- is under-accessed by students



2016/2017 Course Offerings



108/108 = ranked 

highest in learning 

opportunity 

52% of students are 

concentrated in 16 

schools with 

highest LOI

E-learners are 

concentrated in high 

achieving schools

2010-2017 HIGHEST RANKED SCHOOLS



1/108 = ranked 

lowest in learning 

opportunity 

5.9% of students are 

concentrated  15 

schools ranked 

lowest on LOI

2010-2017 - LOWEST RANKED SCHOOLS







Source: cis.edu.vn



How many hours do students spend 

on course content online? 





If I had to study for this class the way I study for the 

rest of my classes, I would be so stressed out. But in 

that way, it also doesn’t feel like a ‘real course.’

It’s not the way I’m used to or comfortable doing 

things. […] It just feels like a checklist for me. A 

very tedious checklist. - “Jordan,” Student Participant 





“A quarter of my day is spent in front of a screen and 

distracts me from tasks and pushes back deadlines, 

increasing stress and reducing sleep. Social 

interactions are different than they were before since 

people communicate more through a screen than 

they do in real life. Although social media has 

connected people all around the world with ease, it 

may have made us more disconnected than ever.” –

Grade 10 Student





1. WHO, WHAT, WHEN, WHERE? 

a. Which experts have been consulted and referenced to design the program?

b. What does ‘centralized’ mean? 

c. Which cohort of students are captured in the 2020 rollout? 

d. Will unionized e-learning teachers form part of students’ local school community? If so, how will their workday be structured?

e. Will the MoE mandate specific classes students must take to graduate, at any grade? 

f. Will the MoE continue to use Desire2Learn and provincially produced content to deliver e-learning classes? Is the content culturally responsive?

i. Is the MoE considering approaching any privately funded companies to expand or supplement e-learning services?

g. Will there be a range of course types and will there be an option for non-semestered courses? 

h. Will the MoE ‘export’ e-learning to private schools either at home or abroad, for a fee?

2. FUNDING & INVESTMENTS:  

a. Will e-learning courses count as part of a student's full-time funding at their respective schools? Or will the funding model be changed to reflect different streams of 

modality?

b. If e-learning students drop or fail, will they be funded a second time to take the course? 

i. Will they have to take it online if they have greater success with face to face options?

c. How will public school boards receive material and procedural support with the implementation of this program? 

d. How will the MoE invest in teachers to ensure they are prepared to teach in an online environment? 

e. Who will implement supports for students to ensure they are as prepared to learn online, as they are face-to-face? 

i. What supports will be embedded for students already struggling face to face and/or students with an Individual Education Plan?

3. INFRASTRUCTURE: 

a. How will we support students without the infrastructure to access e-learning outside of the school? 

b. There is currently a digital divide between rural and urban communities that interfere with access to safe, well-equipped learning spaces and synchronous learning 

opportunities. How will these divides be bridged?

c. How will this announcement impact school closures?

4. CLASSROOM TIME: 

a. How will the 110-hour requirement be met or ammended? Students spend considerably less time on learning management systems than they do in the F2F 

classroom.

b. How will attendance be tracked if a student is not required to physically be present? Who is liable for a student during their allotted e-learning time?

5. PRIVACY: 

a. Currently, data is stored on servers in Ontario. Will this continue to be the case as e-learning grows exponentially? 

b. How will the privacy of students be protected? (e.g., transmission of sensitive files virtually, learning analytics)

c. On a platform that offers unprecedented oversight, will teachers and students be monitored? And if so, to what end? How can you ensure privacy will be respected 

during the learning process?

6. PROGRAM ASSESSMENT & TRANSPARENCY: 

a. How will the MoE assess the effectiveness of the mandatory e-learning program and how will they communicate this data to the public? 

b. How will the MoE demonstrate leadership as the first jurisdiction to mandate two-credit e-learning program in North America, and possibly the world?
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???

???

???

???

???

???

???



Thousands protest Doug Ford’s cuts to education. CBC News, April 6, 2019



beyhanfarhadi.com

@bbfarhadi


